2025 - 48" Annual Lakota Nations Education Conference
Washington Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM break 10:30-11:45 AM

SCAN - Suspected Child Abuse Neglect Training - It is mandated that all knowledge of or suspected child abuse be
reported to the respective local law enforcement agency and child protective services. This session will cover: Reporting
Requirements - Mandatory Reporting - Types of Abuse. Presenter: Dr Berdina Tsosie- Bureau of Indian Education
Program Administrator

1:00-2:15 PM break 2:30-3:45 PM

Threat Assessment - Active Shooter Preparedness-Brett Garland has been named South Dakota’s School Safety
Program Director. He has 28+ years of experience in law enforcement and his background as a DCI (Division of Criminal
Investigation) agent, gives him credibility to what he speaks of today. He will help you keep your surroundings, yourself,
and your students, safe in a threatening situation. A must-see session.

Roosevelt Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

All Day Sessions
Elder Interviews — A interested group will be conducting interviews of the elders in this room to gather valuable
information on the history of education and the history of our culture.

Jefferson Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

Vaccines-Good or Bad? — This session will discuss the importance of knowledge where vaccines are concerned. Are they
good or are they bad? Should we be getting the vaccines or not? Which ones should our children be getting? Presented by
Great Plains Indian Health Board.

10:30-11:45 AM
Women’s Wellness and Leadership Retreat — This session will allow you to define and analyze your current wellness
practices and define and reflect on your leadership style as well as to plan for your well-being. Presenter — Vanity Jenkins

1:00-2:15 PM

Pre-Colonized Mathematics — This session will discuss and demonstrate the Mathematics of our OCETI SAKOWIN
ancestors. The presenters would like to share this knowledge with others including other tribes and other areas. Presenter -
Royal Roan Eagle - AISES Sequoyah Fellow, an indigenous scientist from 574 Tribal Nations.

2:30-3:45 PM

The Dangers of Fentanyl — This session will give you a first-hand account of how it is to be addicted to Fentanyl and
how easy it happens. The presenter will also let you know how it can be overcome through tenacity and hard work.
Reality Session. Presenter — Kimberly Janis



Lincoln Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

Using Policy to Improve Native Students College Success- Using Policy to Improve Native Students College
Success - This session focuses on the various ways that people can influence higher education policy that impacts Native
students. Recommendations for institutions of higher education, states, Tribes, and for funders will be shared. It is for
anyone interested in higher education policy. The presentation is based on proven practices and expert informants whose
work focuses on higher education success. It is an interactive presentation. Presenter — Cheryl Crazy Bull.

10:30-11:45 AM

Oyanke ki Wayounspe - We are Learning Together- Oyate will share what Lakota language and culture she has
integrated into her classroom daily. She will also share why and how she uses curriculum and changes presentations to
best fit the needs of our Lakota students. Presenter — Oyate Burnette -Rosebud Elementary/Toddy County School District.

1:00-2:15 PM

CTE-Career Technical Education. Social Media and the Possibilities for the Future. In the future, social media will
likely become even more integral to technical education by enabling personalized, collaborative, and immersive learning
experiences through Al-powered tools, virtual reality (VR), and user-generated content platforms. Discover how
educators can harness technology to create engaging, ethical, and equitable learning environments. — Presenter - Nick
Hernandez — CEO and Founder of the Makoce Agriculture Development organization and member of the Oglala Sioux
Tribe on South Dakota’s Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

2:30-3:45 PM

Chicken Production to Receive Certification — This session will discuss the opportunities available for those interested
in the production of chickens. Nick Hernandez is passionate about the food sovereignty of his tribe. He is a wonderful role
model for living off the land and doing what our ancestors did. This session will address some valuable information in a
lot of areas. Presenter — Nick Hernandez — CEO and Founder of the Makoce Agriculture Development organization.

Bear Butte Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

The Power of Lakota Culture in Schools: Findings, Benefits, and Future Directions. Participants will learn from
doctoral research findings how culturally responsive education positively impacts student engagement, identity
development, and academic outcomes. Participants gain insight into how current research findings can inform and
improve their own. Participants will be encouraged to reflect on their own educational environments and consider how
cultural relevance can transform classroom practices, policies, and student experiences.

10:30-11:45 AM

Engaging Youth on the Land Through Tribal Community Schoolyards — This presenter will be sharing examples of
schoolyard transformation through language, culture, and land-based activities at Crazy Horse School, Coeur d’Alene
Tribal School, Santa Fe Indian School, and Menominee Tribal School. She will also talk about new Indigenous Climate
Curriculum created by youth, knowledge holders, and Elders with K-12 lessons on Indigenous food systems, land
stewardship and reciprocity, storytelling through beading and dancing, and survivance and hope. This Indigenous-led
curriculum will be available to educations in December 2025 and is free/open source. She will be sharing some activities
from the curriculum. Presenter — Dr Jennifer Santry — Director of Tribal Community Schoolyards Program at the Trust for
Public Land — Citizen of Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and Sicangu Lakota, Mdewakanton Dakota, and Yankton Dakota.



1:00-2:15 PM — Break — 2:30-3:45 PM

OPR- stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer — the 3 simple steps anyone can learn to help save a life from suicide.
Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people trained in QPR
learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade, and refer someone to help.
Each year thousands of Americans, like you, are saying "Yes" to saving the life of a friend, colleague, sibling, or neighbor.
QPR can be learned in as little as a couple hours.

Badlands Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

BIE-Individuals with Disabilities Education Act-IDEA-This session will discuss and explain the IDEA or Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act. What it is, why it exists, how it helps.

10:30-11:45 AM

Preserving Language Through Play-This session explores how community driven language resources transform
learning and identity. What began with teachers taping over English materials evolved into the creation of tools and
resources building pride, confidence, and fluency amount students. As learners quickly advanced, new materials emerged
and now range from physical to digital. The results are powerful: alumni returned to teach their language and culture
within their communities. Join us to discover how culturally rooted materials developed with Native Teaching Airds
empower students and strengthen community connections through language revitalization. Presenter - Megan Callahan

1:00-2:15 PM

The Weight of the World: Depression in Our Children — This session will discuss signs of depression, intervention
ideas to best support children struggling with depression, and what the role of the teacher/parent is in supporting these
children. After attending, participants should be able to better recognize signs and symptoms of depression in children,
understand what your role is in supporting them, and know at what point you should pursue professional support for them.

2:30-3:45 PM

Cultural Education — David is a teacher who believes in including the culture in the classroom as part of the everyday
teaching tools. He incorporates it into every part of the curriculum. Come and discuss the importance of that with him and
learn his tricks. Presenter - David West

Black EIk Peak Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

Managing Emotions Using Cam Kits — This session will focus on using Cam kits to help children manage their
emotions. Students have a difficult time understanding their emotions. Managing them often prevents students from
learning. Whenever there is a new way of helping a child deal with their emotions it should be researched. Check this out.
Presented by -Black Hills Special Services Coop — Community Family Services Division.

10:30-11:45 AM
Great Plains Indian Health Board Presents-

1:00-2:15 PM

Marijuana — This presentation provides and overview of the various types of marijuana. The primary focus of the
presentation focuses upon recent data and research relating to the drug’s consequences upon physical health,
behavioral/emotional health, and social conditions. Presenter — Bill Elger — Program Coordinator of the Western
Prevention Resource Center in Rapid City, SD.



2:30-3:45 PM

Fentanyl — As a more recent drug of concern, this presentation included basic information as to its origin and appearance
in mainstream drug use. Specific details as to its scope and impact upon users and the community are also provided.
Presenter - Bill Elger — Program Coordinator of the Western Prevention Resource Center in Rapid City, SD.

Needles Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

Lakota Value Project-Isna Wica Owayawa Staff have a program they are using at their school implemented by their
principal. This session will give an overview of how it works and the basics of what it is and how it is designed. Presented
by some of the Isna Wica Owayawa Staff Members.

10:30-11:45 AM

Science of Reading — This presentation will discuss the science behind reading. Can you imagine a world where every
student gets exactly what they need to succeed as a reader? Join this session to discuss the Science of Reading - Black
Hills Special Services Coop Community and Family Services Division.

1:00-2:15 PM

Let’s Get Ready for College! — Project Rousseau facilitates an extensive mentorship program that pays community
members to mentor youth across the Oceti Sakowin. We meet the fundamental needs of students while also providing
enrichment and academic opportunities necessary to excel in higher education. Project Rousseau believes that college
enrollment represents not an ending, but a beginning. The processes of college - from class registration and financial aid
to coursework management and internship applications - can often prove overwhelming for many first-generation
students. Accordingly, following on from the academic support and Broadening Horizons opportunities we provide to our
high school students preparing for college, we run a holistic ‘College Success’ program for our matriculated students. This
includes, but is not limited to, academic mentoring, financial aid guidance, and career navigation as their time as college
progresses. Our students currently thrive at many of the best universities in the country, such as Harvard, MIT, Columbia
and Georgetown. Mr. Heinrich will be meeting privately with students in the Jefferson room Thursday afternoon and
Friday morning. Presenter — Andrew Heinrich serves as the Founder and Executive Director of Project Rousseau, a non-
profit organization that helps young people from communities in the highest need to reach their full potential and excel in
higher education.

2:30-3:45 PM

Math Integrated into the Curriculum — This session discusses integrating Math skills into the regular curriculum. Many
students struggle with math skills. Integrating math into the regular curriculum makes it easy to include math in
everything throughout the day. Check this session out to see how this can be done. Presenter — Bill Ten Fingers — Isna
Wica Owayawa School.

Hospitality Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

All Day Training

Office Management: Communicating with Confidence — This training will offer many different things to be used in an
office management setting. This is the second year we have had this trainer, and she was so well received last year we
asked her to join us again this year. Bobbi covers all aspects of what is needed to be a good communicator in the
workplace and the importance of confidentiality, organizational skills, and many other things. Presenter — Bobbi
Scheafbauer — Rapid City School District.



Sheridan Room - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-11:45 AM
Tribal Education Directors Meet and Discuss

1:00-2:15 PM Break 2:30-3:45 PM

NASIS-Native American Student Information System Training - The Bureau of Indian Education Native American
Student Information System 2025 Training will assist you with your school operations. Two levels of training will be
offered for New and Intermediate Users. Topics will include System Administration, User Security, Student Information,
Attendance, Scheduling, Course Set-Up, Gradebook, Special Education and BIE Reports. All of the training will be
presented in the NASIS New Look. All schools are invited. Attendees should bring their laptops to participate in the
training.

1:00-3:45 PM
NASIS Training — Kathy Renville and Jacque Bienivedes. Native American Student Information System Training.

Pactola Room - Wednesday December 17%, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM
School Board Training - New School Administrator Training — Presenters- Kimberly Smith. Education Specialist, Bureau
of Indian Education and Robert Parisien - Education Specialist at Bureau of Indian Education.

10:30-11:45 AM
Budgets, Three-Year Rolling Averages — This session will discuss budgets and three-year rolling averages as well as
many other items dealing with the budgets and financial end of education. Presenters — Kim Smith and Robert Parisien.

1:00-2:15 PM Break 2:30-3:45 PM
School Board Training — Presenter — Deborah Bordeaux and Nakina Mills

Legion I - Wednesday December 17, 2025

All Day Training SIPL — This is an all-day training for an identified group. Thursday afternoon in this same room it
becomes open to everyone.

Legion IT - Wednesday December 17, 2025

9:00-11:45 AM

The Makoce Agriculture Development—The Makoce Agriculture Development is a member of the Native Farm Bill
Coalition (NFBC) and works to develop food systems that create equitable, healthy communities and economies. Founded
in 2019, Makoce Agriculture Development focuses on utilizing their lands, people, and traditional practices to uphold the
thriving Oglala Lakota Oyate. Nick’s journey started with 40 acres of ancestral land and a garden. It was around 2007
when the idea for Makoce Agriculture Development was conceived. Nick will share his dream with you and encourage
you to get involved and get young people involved.

1:00-2:15 PM

InterTribal Buffalo Council

Please join us as we learn about the History of buffalo and how knowing the history can enhance our future. We hear so
much about what buffalo have done for us in the past. Let’s learn about the true history of buffalo. Michael “Bo” Vocu is



the new Executive Director of the InterTribal Buffalo Council, come and meet him and his wonderful staff and let’s
discuss the future of Buffalo.

2:30-3:45
Non-Traditional Approach to Buffalo-Blending Cultures Together for the Future. This session will discuss many

aspects concerning buffalo. The sky is the limit with buffalo for us. We need to utilize it to the fullest possible way. Come
and brainstorm and learn all the possibilities.



Thursday December 18™, 2025 — Sylvan I & 11
Room — Convention Center 11

8:00 AM - Social Hour-Rolls and Coffee

9:00 AM — Keynote Speakers and Opening Ceremonies

e Terrie Jo Gibbons-Stronghold Education Development

e  Maurice Twiss-Stronghold Education Development

e Whitney Rencountre-CEO-Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
o Lisa Yellow Horse - Isna Wica Owayawa
o Student Performance

9:30 AM- 15t Keynote Speaker Dr. Barry H. Dunn — Improving Native American Access to College

Dr. Barry Dunn’s work to improve college access for Native Americans advances the principles of equity and inclusion
and demonstrates the power of education to elevate human potential, two core principles of the McGraw Prize. Dunn is
president of South Dakota State University, where he created the Wokini Initiative to increase programming and support

for students from South Dakota’s nine tribal nations. He was also instrumental in advocating for a new federally funded
grant program for tribal students at 22 land grant universities and tribal universities.

10:00 AM- Break

10:10 AM- 2"d Keynote Speaker Mr Brent Gish — Overcoming Adversity in Schools

A community is still healing, 20 years after it experienced the deadliest school shooting in Minnesota history. It was
March 21, 2005, on the Red Lake Indian Reservation. A 16-year-old gunman killed seven people and wounded nine others
before dying by suicide. Mr. Brent Gish was brought in after this horrible experience to try to help this school and
community heal. Today Mr. Gish will share that experience with us.

10:40 AM- Break

10:50 AM- 34 Keynote Speaker Mr. Mo Brings Plenty — Mo Speaks

Mo Brings Plenty is an enrolled Lakota who hails from the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. His traditional name -- given
to him as a young boy -- is Ta Sunke Wospapi ("catches his horse"); it befits a man who spends more time on his horses
than anywhere else. As a Makes Room on his mother's side and a Brings Plenty on his father's, he is the stock of his
grandfathers who fought at the Battle at Little Big Horn. Those familiar with the battle will know the strengths of those
names and understand why Mo sees the world through the lens of the forces and sacrifices his family and ancestors made
so that he could be here today. His relatives long passed are an intrinsic part of everything he does: every decision he
makes and everywhere he goes. As an actor, Mo is best known in his self-titled role as "Mo Brings Plenty," Chief Thomas
Rainwater's enforcer on the Taylor Sheridan/ViacomCBS record-breaking juggernaut series Yellowstone.

11:20 AM- Maurice Twiss and Terrie Jo Gibbons  Speaker Presentations
Whitney Rencountre Honoring Song
11:45 AM- Closing


https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/south%20dakota%20state%20university
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/Wokini%20Initiative
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/a-look-at-some-of-the-deadliest-us-school-shootings-including-minnesotas-red-lake-h-s/

Washington Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-3:45 PM

I Love You Guys’ Foundation Training - Security in Schools - Introduced in 2009, the Standard Response Protocol is a
proven enhancement to school safety planning. Thousands of schools in the US and Canada have adopted the program.
Introduced in 2012, the Standard Reunification Method fills a critical void in school safety planning: How to reunite

students with their parents after a crisis. Also included in the training is a segment on Incident Command and how it
relates to crisis management for educators. The I Love You Guys Foundation Training is focused on the safety of young
people in schools or the community. This training will benefit anyone who attends it.

Roosevelt Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-3:45 PM

Elder Interviews - A interested group will be conducting interviews of the elders in this room to gather valuable
information on the history of education and the history of our culture.

Jefferson Room - Thursday, December 18%, 2025

1:00-3:45 PM

The Rousseau Project — Andrew Heinrich will be meeting with High School students who are interested in attending
college and need assistance with college applications and financial assistance applications. Mr. Heinrich is founder of the
Rousseau Project, the Project Rousseau believes that college enrollment represents not an ending, but a beginning. The

processes of college - from class registration and financial aid to coursework management and internship applications -
can often prove overwhelming for many first-generation students. Accordingly, following on from the academic support
and Broadening Horizons opportunities we provide to our high school students preparing for college, we run a holistic
‘College Success’ program for our matriculated students. This includes, but is not limited to, academic mentoring,
financial aid guidance, and career navigation as their time as college progresses. Our students currently thrive at many of
the best universities in the country, such as Harvard, MIT, Columbia and Georgetown. Presenter — Andrew Heinrich

Lincoln Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-2:15 PM

Beyond Shop Class: What Today’s CTE Is Really About — This session will discuss what Career Technical Education
Really is. Introduces participants to the fundamentals of CTE, dispels outdated perceptions, and highlights how modern

CTE prepares students for both college and high-wage careers. - SDDOE

2:30-3:45 PM

Beyond the 4-Year Degree: Mapping Alternated Career Pathways - Showcases careers accessible through certificates,
2-year degrees, and apprenticeships—without compromising earning potential. Learn how these models bridge the

gap between education and employment while reducing student debt. Presenter - SDDOE

Bear Butte Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-2:15 PM

The Balanced Educator: Tools & Strategies to Support Teacher Well-Being — Teachers will explore strategies to gain
balance and reduce overwhelm, while enhancing and sustaining their impact in the classroom. Teachers will leave with

ideas to lighten their load, set realistic boundaries, and create a focused, fulfilling teaching experience. Presenter from
Compass (formerly TIE)



2:30-3:45 PM

The Power of Sound: Science of Reading in Action — This session will provide attendees with a deeper understanding of
how reading proficiency develops, the reasons some students struggle, and how to assess and support all learners in their
reading journey — Presenter from Compass (formerly TIE)

Badlands Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
Ready Rosie- A Parent Friendly Helper — This presentation is about a program used in the preschool level students. Join

Mr. Apple as he showcases this program and highlights the successes. Presenter - Garfield Apple

2:30-3:45 PM

Preventing Childhood Abuse & Neglect — This session is presented by Early Childhood Connections in Rapid City SD.
Child abuse and neglect is a difficult topic to discuss, but it is one that childcare providers must be ready to address. This
class highlights why young children are especially vulnerable to abuse and neglect as well as the long-term effects on
children who are abused and neglected. Participants will learn about protective factors that strengthen families, how to
identify those protective factors, and strategies to prevent child abuse and neglect — Presenter — Krista

Black Elk Peak Room - Thursday, December 18%, 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
Al and Cultural Identity — Andrew Ley — As Al tools like ChatGPT become more common in schools and communities,

they bring both opportunities and risks, especially when it comes to culture, identity and voice. This session is designed
for educators who want to support thoughtful, responsible Al use while helping students and themselves stay rooted in
cultural identity. Through hands-on activities and collaborative discussion, participants will examine what Al get right,
what it often gets wrong, and when cultural identity must remain human-led.

2:30-3:45 PM

Teaching Mathematics as it pertains to the Real World — The subject matter is real-world applications of fractions,
algebra, statistics and calculus. The target audience should be anyone who is interested in learning new concepts in math.
Mr. Cross will provide hands-on activities and explanations for common mistakes. He will also discuss Lakota
numerology and how it makes more sense than western math concepts. Presenter — Warren Cross — Oglala Lakota College
Instructor

Needles Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-2:15 PM

SDPB - TBA — What’s New from SDPB & PBS -Explore the latest SDPB & PBS KIDS programs, resources, and
classroom materials for elementary and early childhood teachers and parents. Learn how to use these free resources to

engage students while meeting standards across the curriculum. We will discuss new series like Weather Hunters and
Skillsville and the latest episodes and resources from beloved shows like Molly of Denali, Wild Kratts, Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood, Sesame Street, and Reading Rainbow. - Presenter — Marcy Drew

2:30-3:45 PM

Not For Sale - Human Trafficking - Human Trafficking happens in our communities including to the youth in our
schools. Native Americans are disproportionately impacted by human trafficking, often intersecting with our missing
murdered indigenous relatives. It is important to be informed to ensure we know the signs of recruitment and trafficking,
particularly with vulnerable populations we work with. In this presentation we will discuss the basics of human trafficking
as well as watch and discuss a short film created by youth in our community to showcase realities of human trafficking.
Presenter — Ashley Wassenburger — WAVI — Women Against Violence Incorporated.



Hospitality Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
Substance Use & the Association with Violence — Based upon data, this presentation provides information illustrating a

common correlation between substance abuse and various forms of violence. Presenter — Bill Elger from Western
Prevention Resource Center.

2:30-3:45 PM

Substance Use & the Association with Mental Health & Suicide — Dous mental health conditions cause substance
abuse or is it the other way around? This presentation addresses this question through recently published research data and
statistics. Further, the presented data indicates an alarming cooccurrence between substance abuse, mental health
challenges and suicidality.

Sylvan I Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-2:15 PM

How to Stop Failure in the Classroom — This session is presented by a long-time educator with vast knowledge in the
classroom in many different educational systems. Mr. Archambault will share his knowledge with you and help you do
what we all strive to do — Stop the Failure in the Classroom. Presenter — David Archambault

2:30-3:45 PM

Engaging Youth on the Lang Through Tribal Community Schoolyards — Jennifer will be sharing examples of
schoolyard transformation through language, culture, and land-based activities at Crazy Horse School, Coeur d'Alene
Tribal School, Santa Fe Indian School, and Menominee Tribal School. Jennifer will also talk about new Indigenous
Climate Curriculum created by youth, knowledge holders, and Elders with K-12 lessons on Indigenous food systems, land
stewardship and reciprocity, storytelling through beading and dancing, and survivance and hope. This Indigenous-led
curriculum will be available to educators in December 2025 and is free/open source. Jennifer will share a few teaching
tools and activities to do with students directly from the curriculum. Target audience is students, teachers, parents,
community members who are interested in creating outdoor classrooms, play, land and cultural-based activities on the
land in their schools and communities. Presenter — Jennifer Santry - Director of Tribal Community Schoolyards - Trust for
Public Land

Sylvan II - Thursday, December 18", 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
Learning the Culture in a New Country — This session is designed to address the needs of the Filipino Teachers and all

teachers who enter a new country to teach and must learn a new culture. What is important to learn first? How can you
relate to students from a different culture. Are there trust issues? Presented by the principal of one of the local schools
with teachers from a different country, this session will answer some of the important questions. Presenter — Lisa Yellow
Horse — Isna Wica Owayawa — Loneman School

2:30-3:45 PM
Repeat of above session.

Sheridan Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025
1:00-2:15 PM and 2:30-3:45 PM
BIA Town Hall Meeting — This session will discuss the current issues with the Bureau of Indian Education and the Plans

for the future. There are many things going on now that will have a big impact on what is happening so this will be an
important session to attend. Presenters — Dr. Berdina Tsosie - Education Program Administrator at Bureau of Indian
Education and Tony Dearman - Director of the Bureau of Indian Education



Pactola Room - Thursday, December 18", 2025

1:00-2:15 PM

School Board Training-Impactful Schools: What Makes a Highly Effective School (Board and Staff) — Presenters —
Dragonfly Law Group

2:30-3:45 PM
School Board Training - -Effective Board Practices and Board Roles and Responsibilities - Boards and Admin -
Presenters — Dragonfly Law Group

Legion I - Thursday, December 18%, 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
SIPL — Sicangu Indigenous Principals of Learning - Todd County partners with Rosebud’s Tribal Education

department, and other educational leaders in the district have developed the Sicangu Indigenous Principles of Learning
(SIPL). The SIPL team includes the facilitator, RunningHorse Livingston, an indigenous learning consultant, and teachers
and leaders from Todd County, Rosebud Sioux Tribe Education Department officials, and experts from Sinte Gleska
University, the local tribal university in Todd County. This session will discuss the successes of SIPL.

2:30-3:45 PM
Repeat of above

Legion II - Thursday, December 18, 2025
1:00-2:15 PM
SBA: How and Why Build a Business — Keith has focused his efforts on growing educational opportunities, attracting

new industries in his state, and working with local and state government to ensure diverse career opportunities for future
generations. Mr. Martin and others represent the tribe in lobbying efforts at the state and federal levels to advocate for the
betterment of Native American rights and sovereignty. From their personal experience developing the economic viability
of the Poarch Creek Indians, they understand that preserving sovereignty relies on the long-term growth of Tribal
enterprises beyond gaming. Presenter - Keith Martin — Mal Mcghee

2:30-3:45 PM
Continued from above



Friday December 19", 2025

Washington Room - Friday December 19", 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

Current Trends in Online Exploitation of Children and Teens — This presentation teaches attendees about the current
trends in the online victimization of children and teens where computers, phones, tables, emails, clouds, social media or

other technology is used to facilitate a crime. The topics covered will include the following: digital footprints, social
media, sextortion, child exploitation, sexting, and other online threats. Presenter — Holly Strand — Forensic Examiner for
Pennington Co. Sheriff’s Office, assigned to the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.

10:30-11:45 AM

Teaching Lakota Oral Tradition in a Classroom Setting — Dr. Delphine Red Shirt Shaw will present a session on the
importance of teaching Lakota oral tradition in a classroom setting. To explore ways of incorporating this important aspect
of our cultural sovereignty into the curriculum through storytelling, using historical narratives like Lakota winter counts,
or Lakota star knowledge; all ways of tying Lakota knowledge that has been retained through our Lakota language to our
homelands throughout the northern plains area. - Presenter - Delphine Red Shirt - Lecturer Native American Studies &
Lakota Language Instructor - Stanford University, Palo Alto, California.

1:00-2:15 PM
A Network of Support for Native College Students: Cross Campus Partnerships at USD —Many higher educational
institutions offer specific resources to help Native students be successful in college. Identity specific support programs,
which often include physical spaces, are important for Native students and tribal communities; however, it can be easy to
become siloed. This panel discusses how to develop cross campus partnerships and relationships through campus
programming that supports Native students, educates the greater campus community about Native issues, culture, and
history, and celebrates Native alumni, students, and faculty and staff at the University of South Dakota.

e Panel includes Dr. Megan Red Shirt-Shaw, Director of Native Student Services,

e Dr. John Little, Director of Native Recruitment & Alumni Engagement

e Brooke Jackson, Coordinator of Native Student Services,

e Dr. Jacqueline Wilber, Director of the Center for Student and Professional Services at USD School of Education

e Michele Seaton-Bertsch, Recruitment & Marketing Specialist and Academic Advisor School of Health Sciences

and Nursing Department, Marcus Destin, Assistant Director of Student Activities & Multicultural Affairs
o Jarren Duffy, Associate Athletic Director for Fan Engagement.

2:30-3:45 PM

Conflict Resolution -Conflict Resolution is always an important skill to learn. In the workplace or in the classroom
conflict exists and learning how to best resolve issues in a peaceful way to benefit all involved takes time and effort and
special skills that must be learned and practiced. This session will discuss possible ways to accomplish conflict resolution.
Presenter — Ashley Wasserburger from WAVI group (Woman Against Violence Inc.).

Roosevelt Room- Friday December 19, 2025
Youth Mental Health First Aid — All Day Training. Presented by Youth and Family Services - Youth Mental Health
First Aid is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school staff, peers, neighbors, health and

human services workers, and other caring citizens how to help an adolescent (ages 12-18) who is experiencing mental
health or addiction challenge or is in crisis. Youth Mental Health First Aid is primarily designed for adults who regularly
interact with young people. The course introduces common mental health challenges for youth, reviews typical adolescent
development, and teaches a 5-step action plan for how to help young people in both crisis and non-crisis situations. Topics



covered include anxiety, depression, substance use, disorders in which psychosis may occur, disruptive behavior disorders
(including ADHD), and eating disorders. This class requires approximately seven hours or one complete workday.

Jefferson Room- Friday December 19", 2025

9:00-11:45 AM

Andrew Heinrich will be meeting with High School students who are interested in attending college and need assistance
with college applications and financial assistance applications. Mr. Heinrich is founder of the Rousseau Project, the

Project Rousseau believes that college enrollment represents not an ending, but a beginning. The processes of college -
from class registration and financial aid to coursework management and internship applications - can often prove
overwhelming for many first-generation students. Accordingly, following on from the academic support and Broadening
Horizons opportunities we provide to our high school students preparing for college, we run a holistic ‘College Success’
program for our matriculated students. This includes, but is not limited to, academic mentoring, financial aid guidance,
and career navigation as their time as college progresses. Our students currently thrive at many of the best universities in
the country, such as Harvard, MIT, Columbia and Georgetown. Presenter — Andrew Heinrich.

1:00-2:15 PM

The Dangers of Fentanyl — This session will give you a first-hand account of how it is to be addicted to Fentanyl and
how easy it happens. The presenter will also let you know how it can be overcome through tenacity and hard work.
Reality Session. Presenter — Kimberly Janis

2:30-3:45 PM

Unki Takoja Oti-Let’s Take a Look at What It’s Like to Come to Our Center — This presentation will be a showcase
of the Unki Takoja Oti Child Care Center Program. The staff will have a presentation of the various activities and projects
that have proven effective in their Child Care Program. Presenters — Erin Slides Off — Tommy Jo Hawk Eagle — Candace
Hollow Horn.

Lincoln Room- Friday December 19", 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

CTE-Show Me the Money: What’s available for CTE Grants - Explore federal, state, and private opportunities fund
your CTE program and how to write a quality grant application — Presenter — Amy Miller — DOE.

10:30-11:45 AM

Growing Your Own: Alternative Teacher Certification in CTE - Recruiting and Retaining quality teachers is tough.
We’ll explore state-approved routes to transition professionals from industry that already live in your community into
CTE teachers. - Presenter - Amy Miller — DOE.

1:00-2:15 PM

Science Demonstrations for the Classroom. - During this hands-on session, participants will review classic science
demonstrations for use in the classroom (Elementary-High School). The session will be educational and entertaining! You
do not want to miss this! Presenter - Steven Rokusek — SDPB.

2:30-3:45 PM

Student Voices at the University of South Dakota

This panel features current Native students from the University of South Dakota. Panelists will discuss their experiences,
recommendations, and successes in higher education. Panel Moderators: Brooke Jackson-John Little — Megan Red Shirt
Shaw — USD Alumni.



Bear Butte Room- Friday December 19, 2025
9:00-10:15 AM
Oyanke ki Wayounspe - We are Learning Together. Oyate will share what Lakota language and culture she has

integrated into her classroom daily. She will also share why and how she uses curriculum and changes presentation to best
fit the needs of our Lakota students.

10:30-11:45 AM

STEM Time: New Gadgets for the Engaged, Hands-On Classroom -This hands-on session will allow teachers to
explore some new robots and drones to more easily use them with their students in their own classrooms. Presenter —
Compeass staff (formerly TIE).

1:00-2:15 PM

From Chaos to Calm: Simplifying EdTech for Learning — Are your students and teachers drowning in notifications?
Does your carefully planned lesson fall apart when one app in a five-tool workflow crashes? While the EdTech industry
celebrates increasingly sophisticated tool combinations, research shows that complex systems fail at rates approaching
70% - and when they fail, learning stops. This interactive session introduces Calm Design principals for educational
technology, offering a research-backed alternative to the “app smashing” trend that’s overwhelming our classrooms.
Participants will discover practical strategies for reducing digital complexity while enhancing learning outcomes and
teacher sustainability. Presenter - Brady Licht — Compass (formerly TIE).

2:30-3:45 PM

Innovative Vocabulary Games — Gabrielle Seeley is a teacher at the Rapid City School District. Gabrielle is one of the
Lakota Nations Education conference’s most popular presenters because her sessions are so valuable to the classroom
teacher. Gabrielle is a commonsense educator with a big heart and wise sense of what is important and what is necessary
for a child to take out of the classroom. Gabrielle teaches students to love education as well as life itself. Don’t miss this
session! Presenter Gabrielle Seeley.

Badlands Room- Friday December 19", 2025
9:00-10:15 AM
Understanding Youth Anxiety: Tools for Support and Resilience — These sessions are designed to be educational,

practical, and supportive. The presentation will define anxiety and depression and explore how these conditions present in
different forms. It will highlight signs and symptoms through real-world examples and case studies and provide practical
intervention strategies that participants can apply in educational, clinical, and community settings. And it will offer an
experiential component, including a guided regulation exercise, to model how nervous system tools can be used in
moments of dysregulation or if participants feel triggered during the session. A time will be Reserved for questions and
discussion, creating space for participants to connect the material to their own contexts. Presenter Whitney Nordvold -
Rising Hope Counseling.

10:30-11:45 AM

Unapologetically Indigenous: Cultivating Belonging and Achievement Through Lakota Star Knowledge - Oceti
Sakowin Community Academy (OSCA), in partnership with NISN, has developed a graduate profile rooted in Lakota Star
Knowledge, a framework informed by ancestral teachings. This approach strengthens Indigenous students’ cultural
identity, fostering a profound sense of belonging and purpose. By centering Indigenous knowledge systems in education,
OSCA empowers students to embrace their heritage confidently, enhancing both academic achievement and personal
growth. Students at OSCA are encouraged to be unapologetically Indigenous, carrying forward ancestral wisdom while
thriving in contemporary learning environments. This presentation will explore how Lakota Star Knowledge guides
curriculum design, shapes student outcomes, and cultivates a model for culturally sustaining education. — Presenter -Mary
Bowman - Oceti Sakowin Community Academy.



1:00-2:15 PM

Lakota Value Project Success at Isna Wica Owayawa — Lisa Yellow Horse, principal at Isna Wica Owayawa has been
using a program called Lakota Value Project at her school with the students. It has proven to be very successful, and Lisa
would like to share it with others. Please join her as she highlights the successes of this program. - Presenter Lisa Yellow
Horse — Principal of Isna Wica Owayawa — Loneman School.

2:30-3:45 PM

Unpacking Youth Depression: Recognizing Signs and Building Strength- These sessions are designed to be
educational, practical, and supportive. The presentation will define anxiety and depression and explore how these
conditions present in different forms. It will highlight signs and symptoms through real-world examples and case studies
and provide practical intervention strategies that participants can apply in educational, clinical, and community settings.
And it will offer an experiential component, including a guided regulation exercise, to model how nervous system tools
can be used in moments of dysregulation or if participants feel triggered during the session. A time will be Reserved for
questions and discussion, creating space for participants to connect the material to their own contexts. Presenter Whitney
Nordvold - Rising Hope Counseling.

Black Elk Peak Room- Friday December 19*, 2025
9:00-10:15 AM
Fill a Heart, Open a Mind: Positive Classroom Management-Classroom management is always a struggle for some

teachers, while others seem to just naturally succeed. This session will discuss positive ways to address classroom
management. Children respond better to positive feedback than to negative feedback. All teachers can benefit from a
refresher course in classroom management. Presenter — Dr. Jeannine Metzger.

10:30-11:45 AM

What Parents Should Know About [EP’s —This information is intended for teachers and Parents. Explaining the Special
Education Experiences and What parents and Teachers should know and bring to the meeting regarding their students, as
well as how it all works. - Presenter — Lowell Phillips, S. ED Associate Professor Oglala Lakota College

1:00-2:15 PM
Engage, Differentiate, Elevate: Al Tools for the Modern Classroom- Teachers will explore Al integration for efficient
differentiation and learn strategies for real-time differentiation. Presenter — Compass Staff (formerly TIE)

2:30-3:45 PM

Cultural Classroom management skills- This session will address using cultural techniques for classroom management.
Dr. Metzger has been a principal for 12 years and in education most of her adult life. She has the experience to bring to
this presentation. Join her to find some techniques to use in your classroom. Presenter - Dr._Jeannine Metzger

Needles Room- Friday December 19, 2025
9:00-10:15 AM
A Rising Tide Raises All: Exceptional Education Systems Reflections — Participants will walk away with a systems

level understanding of the most effective Special Education Programs. Presenter — Compass staff (formerly TIE).

10:30-11:45 AM

Anxiety and Depression in Children and Adults — This session will touch on what is so prevalent today, anxiety and
depression in our young people and in adults. Find out what can be done, what resources are available and how to
recognize anxiety and depression. - Presenter - Brandi Harris-BIE.



1:00-2:15 PM

University of Washington Bar Lab Study-"Having a Good Time" Myth — The University of Washington Bar Lab
Study — Dispelling the Good Time Myth: This presentation introduces the audience to the first of its kind laboratory
created on campus at the University of Washinton for the purpose of studying behavior associated with alcohol
consumption and its associated psychological conditions. The results are eye opening and dispel a common myth relating
to alcohol (and other drugs) use. Presenter - Bill Enger — Western Prevention Resource Center.

2:30-3:45 PM

The Impact Drugs Have on the Brain This presentation is based upon biological and chemical research into the impact
of drugs upon the brain. The presentation covers specifically what constitutes brain damage and how/why it happens. The
signs and symptoms of brain damage are presented in such a way as to provide a unique connection between preventable
brain trauma and substance use. - Presenter - Bill Enger - Western Prevention Resource Center.

Hospitality Room- Friday December 19, 2025

All Day Parent Training

Positive Parent Training- This session will provide a positive method of parenting. In today’s world it is difficult to
remain positive. This traditional parent training will give you methods to keep positive while practicing effective
parenting. — Presenter - Great Plains Indian Health Board staff

Sylvan I Room- Friday December 19, 2025
9:00-10:15 AM
Women’s Wellness and Leadership Retreat — This session will allow you to define and analyze your current wellness

practices and define and reflect on your leadership style as well as to plan for your well-being. Presenter — Vanity Jenkins

10:30-11:45 AM

LEE Fellow Panel- The purpose of the LEE Fellowship will be discussed as well as the current LEE Fellow experiences.
Participants will walk aways with an understanding of the LEE Fellowship and the participants experience. Culminating
with encouragement to consider hosting in the future. Panelists: M. Sanchez, Kimberly Green, Brandon Shrod, Derrick
Marks, Brenna Da-Topule

1:00-2:15 PM

Waswanglake Executive Director Josie Green — Josie Green is Oglala Lakota from the Pine Ridge Reservation. She’s
been learning education since earthside as a daughter, a sister, an auntie, a student and after graduating high school from
Tiospa Zina Tribal School she continued this educational journey by receiving her BA at Minnesota State University
Moorhead. Immediately after graduation she was a lower elementary teacher at the spring Creek School, home of the
Sicangu Lakota peoples in the Rosebud Reservation, SD. Josie will present for you today.

2:30-3:45 PM

Policy, Practice, and Decoloniality: Resisting Colonialism in Education

In this session, the presenter will share information from her doctoral research, which focused on the ways in which
educators, families, students, and other individuals resist attempted coloniality in the context of K-12 and higher
education. Using critical ethnographic methods, Abby examined how policies have constructed specific roles of education
and educators over time, as well as how individuals challenge those narratives in service of a more equitable future for
Indigenous youth. Presenter — Abbie Mentor — Member of the South Dakota Education Equity Coalition.



Sylvan I Room- Friday December 19, 2025

All Day
Oceti Sakowin Writers Association Meet

Sheridan Room- Friday December 19, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM
BIE Facilities and MAXIMO - This session will discuss the IBM MAXIMO system for facilities management as well as
other facility information. Presenters - Ted Steidl-David Wohlers

10:30-11:45 AM
BIE Facilities: How, Who, When and Where-Ted Steidl- David Wohlers

1:00-2:15 PM
BIE Facilities-FI&R-QI&R-Emergency Repairs-Threshold Costs-Cody Seaton

2:30-3:45 PM
BIE Facilities-FI&R-QI&R-Emergency Repairs-Threshold Costs-Cody Seaton

Pactola Room- Friday December 19, 2025

9:00-10:15 AM
SCHOOL BOARD TRAINING-Impactful Schools: What Makes a Highly Effective School — This training will cover
highly effective schools and what it takes to reach that level. (Board and Staff) Presenters - Dragonfly Law Group.

10:30-11:45 AM
SCHOOL BOARD TRAINING-Effective Board Practices and Board Roles and Responsibilities - Boards and Admin
— Presenters — Dragonfly Law Group.

1:00-2:15 PM
SCHOOL BOARD TRAINING-Effective Board Time Management and Rules of Order - Boards and
Administrators-Presenters - Dragonfly Law Group.

2:30-3:45 PM
SCHOOL BOARD TRAINING - Board Financial Management Responsibilities and Effective Financial
Management and Procurement Requirements — Presenters - Dragonfly Law Group.

Legion I- Friday December 19", 2025

9:00-10:15 AM
Land Acknowledgment video produced by Gemma Lockhart.

10:30-11:45 AM

Planning non-partisan Tribal voter education registration for 2026-History of Native Vote.
1:00-2:15 PM

Candidates Forum on Tribal Education. All Candidates for SD Governor, US Sen. And US House.
2:30-3:45 PM

Potential Private Sector Support for Tribal Education.



Legion II- Friday December 19", 2025

9:00-10:15 AM

History of the Reservation — How the ranching, farming and buffalo situation become what it is today. They will also
discuss the current and the future situation of Buffalo and Land today. The South Dakota Intertribal Buffalo Executive
Director, Bo Vocu will present this session with some of his staff members.

10:30-11:45 AM

Importance of Indian Country- This session will talk about the Country becoming a leading force in American
agriculture. The importance of it and the viability of it. Kari Jo Lawrence- CEO of the Intertribal Agriculture Council, will
present this session and be available to answer all your questions. Take advantage of this opportunity.

1:00-2:15 PM

Current and Existing Programs — This session will talk about the programs dealing with buffalo, cattle and farming in
the local areas. This is an excellent time to find out what is out there that you can take advantage of to help with your
long- or short-term plans in agriculture. Presenter — Scott Weston

2:30-3:45 PM

Identifying Outcomes — In this session at the end of the day, participants will discuss outcomes from the days discussions
and make plans from the information they have gained. Questions and answers will be used to finalize those plans.
Experts will be available to help. Existing programs can be tweaked.

In the Washington Room in Convention Center I
LAKOTA NATIONS EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM WILL OFFER THE FIRST ANNUAL

LAKOTA NATIONS BOOK FESTIVAL
IN the Rushmore Room-
SATURDAY MORNING 9:00-11:45 AM_

Local authors will be set up at tables to talk about and sign their books. The authors
will be presenting every 15 minutes, and in some cases doing readings from their
books. These books will cover a large area but mainly Children's books, History,
South Dakota, Western and Native Culture, Folklore, and Literary fiction. Please
join us and enjoy this opportunity to visit with the authors and find out the reason

for the book.
There 1s no charge for the public to attend this Book Festival.



"Make m Take'

Saturday - December 20, 2025
Lakota Nations Education Symposium
Ramkota Hotel, Rapid City, SD

Rushmore Room Vendor area
9:00-11:45 AM

"Make n Take" typically refers to a hands-on workshop or activity where participants create an item and then
take it home with them. This can be a guided DIY crafting experience, like a candle-making or paint-and-sip
class, or a community event where free kits are provided to create a project at home. It also can refer to specific
product lines, such as a collection of lunch boxes or travel mugs, or promotional events like the free LEGO
building events at stores.

neene i welcome te attend.
dpersened bry: dthengheld, Education and Qyate Presertion derwices.



Thank you for attending the 2025 Lakota Nations Education
Conference. We enjoyed having you and look forward to next year. We
hope everything was satisfactory. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to email us and let us know how we can improve.
Wopila!



